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liberation of Man, and we Juiow even better than
Heine that every blow struck for freedom will
recoil on our own heads.

Will you take part in the fight between the
Haves and the Havenots? You may be sure, be'
forehand, that the Haves will punish you hate-
fully, while the Havenots won't even know that
you fought for them.

Will you lead the fight against hypocrisy and
prudery? Do you forget that half a dosen free-
speaking poems cost Whitman his government
position at Washington and threw him penniless
on to the street? Yet he had distinguished himself
in war as in peace: can you hope for better treat-
ment?

Whosoever will serve his fellowman has to
pay for it and pay in exact proportion to the
value of his help: if you are among the great and
act greatly, then the Cross or the cup of hemlock
will be handed to you.

No wisdom can save you from the penalty:
your one consolation must be that they will not
say worse of you than they said of Socrates be-
fore you: they accused him of corrupting the
young; great age shall not save you from the
same insult. But after all what does it matter?
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